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simpler games employing ball and bat, such
as one-old-cat or town ball, were played in
the United States before baseball. Prior to
1842 no such game as our modern baseball
was known, and its development has been
altogether American. It was introduced into
England in 1874, later into Australia and, to
some extent, into Japan. In 1845 the Knick-
erbocker Club of New York drew up the first
set of rules for the game, and between 1857
and 1871 a national association supervised
the rules. During the War of the Rebellion
baseball was played in both armies with
enthusiasm, and the soldiers returning home
communicated their interest to all sections
of the Union. Soon the National Association;
an openly professional league, was organized,
but because of its gambling operations was
supplanted after live years by the present
National League. This league together with
the American League, which appeared in
1900, has since guided the development and
formulated the rules of the game.
BASEL, bah'zel, council of, an ecclesi-
astical council, held at Basel from 1431 to
1440, summoned by Pope Martin Y. Soon
after the Council had constituted itself, the
new Pope, Bugenius IV, requested the car-
dinal legate, Cesarini, to dissolve it and call
one a little later at Bologna. The Council
refused to dissolve and proceeded to transact
business. Its main objects were the union of
the Greek and Latin churches, a compromise
with the Hussites and the institution of cer-
tain reforms within the Church. The Council
was, on the whole, a failure.
BASEL, switzerland, the most important
commercial center of the republic and the
capital of the half canton of Basel-Stadt.
It is situated forty-three miles north of Bern,
and consists of two parts, on opposite sides
of the Rhine, connected by three bridges.
It has an ancient cathedral, founded in 1010,
containing the tombs of Erasmus and other
eminent persons; a university, founded in
1459; a seminary for missionaries, and a
museum containing the valuable public
library and pictures. The industries embrace
the manufacture of silk ribbons, paper and
aniline dyes, tanning and brewing. In this
city was signed the treaty of peace between
France and Prussia, and that between Prance
and Spain, both in the year 1795, and here
was held an ecumenical council in 1431 (see
basel, cqukoil op)» Population, 1920
135,976.
 BASILICA. Among the Greeks and
Romans originally a basilica was a public
hall of justice or a courthouse in which the
magistrates administered justice. It was
generally oblong in shape and was adorned
with rows of columns, which divided it into
aisles, the middle one being the widest and
having at the end a semicircular or square
apse, in which the tribunal was placed (see
apse). The basilicas gradually became
market places and exchanges, and at the
beginning of early Church history, some of
them were changed into Christian churches.
Various modifications were from time to time
introduced, until they differed greatly from
the original form. One of the oldest churches
in Quebec is called the Basilica.
BASILISK, baz'i lisk, a fabulous creature,
variously regarded as a kind of serpent, lizard
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or dragon. It inhabited the deserts of Africa,
and its breath, and even its look, was fatal.
The name is now applied to a species of
harmless lizards, distinguished by an elevated
crest or row of scales, which, like the dorsal
fins of some fishes, runs along the whole
length of the back and tail. The mitered or
hooded basilisk is especially remarkable for
a membranous bag at the back of the head,
of the size of a small hen's egg, which can
be inflated with air. The other species have
such hoods, but of a less size.
BASIL THE GREAT (about 330-379), a
theologian, the founder of Eastern monasti-
cism, born at Caesarea. He received a
thorough education, after which lie became
closely identified with the social life of Caesa-
rea, but soon directed his energies to religious
work. For a number of years he subjected
himself to the severest denials, which gave
him wide reputation among the leaders of
the Church. He was made presbyter of
Caesarea in 364, and later he was appointed
bishop of Caesarea and Cappadocia. He was
noted for his great courage and strict ad-
herence to his belief, which caused him
several prolonged controversies of a theo-
logical nature, He possessed excellent liter-
ary ability and wrote many letters and works

